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A Prayer for. Health) Care Reform

—’_In the presence of all that is holy within and around us, and in the sacred
bonds of our common humanity, we give thanks for the life that we share
and for our calling to care for each other. We remember our brothers and
sisters who suffer or die for lack of needed health care. We confess that
we have fallen short in caring for every member of our human family, and
that in spite of our abundant resources we have failed to ensure that all
may receive the health care they need for the life that is intended for
every person.

So we pray for forgivenessé for hear
another s painé for hands that have
neededé and for voices that have ren
for lack of needed health care. May the valleys and the burdens of

sickness and disease be conquered as we raise our voices of faith to the
simple, moral, and merci f ul | mper at i
care needs. Amen.



A tale of 2 sons

A healthy insured teen who A healthy uninsured teen who

developed life-threatening left a football field during a
complications from mono. game because he c
well.
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A tale of 2 sons

After successful surgery to Xavier died on the school track

remove a tennis-ball abscess  while waiting for the wash to

from his neck, Ryan is finish at a nearby laundromat.
healthy, happy, and getting He was dropped from Medicaid,
ready for a band trip to Italy and coul dndot get
and Germany. needed for a heart condition.
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Health care reform 2010

It all other industrialized democracies

can make health care available to all
their people, wh'y--,c a:-n;0 t we 7
Why can seme mothers In the
U.S. get the health care they.
need for their families while |
others cannot?
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TThe imperatives for reform

Medical Imperative: We 6 ve known f
years that many people live sicker & die
younger in the U.S. health system.

Economic Imperative: The escalating
cost of health care and the resulting
bankruptcies and burdens on businesses
and governments seem to have been the
catalyst for the current reform efforts.

Moral Imperative: The simple, moral,
and merciful imperative for meeting one
anot her & sncludiagendeslied
health care T gives us the foundation for
the choices that need to be made in
moving health care reform forward.
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The challenges to reform

+The difficulties in passing health care
reform have mirrored the historic
challenges around this issue.

While they have played out as polarizing
extremes, the truth is that the path

forward is best found in dialogue around

t he diverse viewse b
values-based moral consideration.



